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Education
Ph.D., English, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Expected May 2022
Dissertation: “Royal Democrats: American Dignity and the Aristocratic Impulse” 
Committee: Eliza Richards (Director), Jane Thrailkill, Timothy Marr, Gregory Flaxman, Danielle Christmas

Although many nineteenth-century American authors claim to promote a more egalitarian, democratic concept of “dignity,” they often preserve its aristocratic logic of rank and exclusion in service of preexisting social hierarchies. Through an analysis of the work of Nathaniel Hawthorne, Frederick Douglass, Emily Dickinson, Mark Twain, and Pauline Hopkins, this project reveals the racialized exclusivity that underlies conceptualizations of democracy during the period, thereby exposing the fraught roots of contemporary discussions of equality and dignity in American culture and politics. 
B. A., English (Honors) and German, Lebanon Valley College, Annville, PA, May 2015
Summa Cum Laude

Creative Writing minor
Study Abroad: Freie Universität, Berlin, Germany, Fall 2013
Honors and Fellowships
The Dr. Nancy C. Joyner Summer Research Fellowship, Graduate School, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2021)

Albrecht B. Strauss SAMLA Travel Grant, Department of English & Comparative Literature, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2020) 

Professional Development Award, Writing Program, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2019) 

Roy C. Moose Graduate Student Travel Grant, Department of English & Comparative Literature, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2017, 2018) 

Agnes Boyle O’Donnell Literature Award, Department of English, Lebanon Valley College (2015)

The Dr. George R. Struble Memorial Award, Department of English, Lebanon Valley College (2015)

Vickroy Scholarship, Lebanon Valley College (2011–2015)

Outstanding Student in German, Department of Languages, Lebanon Valley College (2014)
Theresa Stefan Umberger ’38 and Helene Siegrist Umberger ’25 Scholarship, Department of Languages, Lebanon Valley College (2013) 

Publications
Journal Articles & Reviews 

 “‘Monarchs - are perceptible’: Emily Dickinson’s Royal Democrats and the Dignity of Individual Sovereignty” (under review at ESQ: A Journal of Nineteenth-Century American Literature and Culture). 

“Digging Up Emerson’s Garden: Competing Notions of Transcendentalist Temporality in The Dial,” American Notes and Queries (forthcoming). 
“‘To continue their illustrious breed’: Aristocracy, Democracy, and the Search for Dignity in The House of the Seven Gables,” The Nathaniel Hawthorne Review 47.1 (Fall 2021) (forthcoming). 
Review of The Introspective Art of Mark Twain by Douglas Anderson, American Literary Realism 51.2 (Winter 2019): 187-188. 
“Nature in American Realism and Romanticism and the Problem with Genre,” Valley Humanities Review 6 (Spring 2015).  
Creative Publications 

“People on the Street,” The Lyric (forthcoming). 
“Letters, a Word,” Scarlet Leaf Review (August 2021). 
“Shadow in the Dark,” Aphelion 25 (March 2021). 
“A Look in the Rain,” Literary Yard (December 2020). 
 “A Bite of Zwieback,” The Broken City 27 (Winter 2020): 7-9. 
 “Dresden,” The Quaker 1 (Fall 2016). 

“If Winter Comes,” Green Blotter (2015): 1-9. 
Symposia and Conference Presentations 
“Video Production in the Writing Classroom and its Adaptability across Disciplines,” Keystone Digital Humanities Conference (2021)

“Aristocratic Power and the Fantasy of Democratic Progress in Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court,” Languages, Power, Identity, Relationships Conference, South Atlantic Modern Language Association (2019) 
“Asserting the Future: Overcoming Temporal Barriers to Progressivism in Douglass’s The Heroic Slave,” Southern Studies Conference, Auburn University at Montgomery (2018) 
“Breaking Emerson’s Spiritual Bodies: The Poetry and Cartoons of Christopher Pearse Cranch,’” The Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies (INCS) Conference, Muhlenberg College (2017)

“Terrors of the Chase: The Ambiguities of the Supernatural in Irving’s ‘The Legend of Sleepy Hollow’ and Goethe’s ‘Erlkönig,’” The Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies (INCS) Conference, Appalachian State University (2016)

“Nature in American Realism and Romanticism and the Problem with Genre,” The Keystone Digital Humanities Conference, University of Pennsylvania (2015)

“Revising Word by Word: The Process of Writing a Poem,” Inquiry Research Symposium, Lebanon Valley College (2015)

“Clashing Cultures: An Analysis of Change in The House of the Seven Gables and As I Lay Dying,” Inquiry Research Symposium, Lebanon Valley College (2014)
“A Synthesis of Narrative, Family and History,” Inquiry Research Symposium, Lebanon Valley College (2013)
Teaching Experience 

Instructor of Record, Department of English & Comparative Literature, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2016-Present) 
Courses Designed and Taught: 

ENGL 123, Introduction to Fiction (1 section, 2022)

Students practice strategies for reading and interpreting fiction and develop transferable skills such as close reading, intertextual analysis, and thesis development. 
ENGL 128, Major American Authors (1 section, 2020) 
Students navigate the “major” authors of the American tradition while learning to understand and critique concepts of canonization and literary periodization.
ENGL 105i, Writing in the Natural Sciences (3 sections, 2018, 2020)
Students engage with the rhetorical practices and genres of scientific writing and research through three traditional and digital writing projects.  
ENGL 105i, Writing in Business (1 section, 2019) 

Students learn to navigate genres and identify conventions in business composition in both traditional and digital formats. 
ENGL 105, Composition and Rhetoric (8 sections, 2016-2021)
Students identify and navigate genre conventions of written, oral, and digital composition in this disciplines-based composition course, which incorporates work in natural sciences, humanities, business, and/or social sciences. 
Writing and Subject Tutor, Academic Support Program for Student Athletes (ASPSA), University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2018-Present) 

Peer Mentoring Committee (PMC) Mentor, Writing Program, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2020-2022) 
Lecturer, Galloway Ridge Retirement Community, “The Founding of American Literature: Fiction Writing in the New Republic” Lecture Series (2020) 
Writing Tutor and Member of Research and Development Committee, Center for Writing & Tutoring Resources, Lebanon Valley College (2012-2015) 

Digital and Archival Work
Contributor, America’s Strange Fruit Digital Archival Website (2017)
Digitalized/contextualized artifacts of America’s dark history of lynching on public website.
Transcriber, 1864 Marginalia in The Planter’s Northern Bride for Wilson Library at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2017)

Transcribed roughly 10,000 words of handwritten marginalia for scholarly use. 
Editor, Insider Insight Newsletter and Digital Magazine for League of International Filmmakers (LIF) Online Network (2012–Present) 
Designed/edited quarterly digital magazine promoting independent filmmaking for students.
Freelance Video Production and Editing (2010-Present)

Directed, edited, and archived live event videos and short films. 
Professional Service
Facilitator, “Designing and Implementing Video Assignments in ENGL 105,” Writing Program Workshop, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2021) 

Presenter, “Implementing the Video Podcast Project in the Composition Classroom,” Digital Innovation Lab Workshop, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2020) 

Co-Facilitator, “Partnering with Campus Groups,” Writing Program Workshop, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2019) 

New Instructor Mentor, Writing Program, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2018) 

Digital Literacy Assessment Team, Writing Program, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2018) 

Colloquium Coordinator and Liaison, Department of English & Comparative Literature, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2017-2018) 

New Student Mentor, Comparative Literature and English Graduate Student Association (CoLEAGS), Department of English & Comparative Literature, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2016) 

Research Assistant, Studio for Instructional Technology (SITES) Lab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2015-2016)

Additional Training and Certifications
Carolina Digital Humanities Digital Pedagogy Badge (In progress) 

Information Security Awareness (2021) 

Sexual Assault Prevention for Graduate Students (2021)

Mental Well-Being for Students (2021) 

Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention (2021) 

Harassment and Discrimination Prevention (2019) 

Title IX Awareness and Violence Prevention for Higher Education Students (2017)
Teaching Future-Ready Students (2016) 
Languages

Fluency in German (speaking, reading, and writing)

Reading Knowledge of Dutch (intermediate speaking and writing) 
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