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Education:



Ph.D. English Literature, Stanford University, June 2004

B.A. English, Oxford University (Trinity College), June 1997

B.A. English, summa cum laude, Haverford College, May 1995

Professional Appointments:

2011-present
Lecturer Advisor in the Dept. of English and Comp. Lit., UNC Chapel Hill 

2004-2011
Assistant Professor of English Literature, Wilkes Honors College, Florida Atlantic University

2005-2011
Graduate Faculty, Florida Atlantic University

1999-2003
Teaching Assistant, Stanford University Honors Program

1998, 2000
Teaching Assistant, Department of English, Stanford University
1999

Instructor, Department of Writing & Critical Thinking, Stanford University
Selected Honors, Grants & Fellowships:

Course Development Grant for Integrated First Year Seminar on “Contemporary Social Problems 

in Short Stories, the Social Sciences and the Press” (team-taught course in ENGL & PHIL 

with Luc Bovens)
Veteran Services Challenge Coin in recognition of service to veterans on campus, awarded by the 

Student Veteran Assistance Coordinator and the Dean of Students Office, 2016

NEH Summer Institute for College and University Teachers/Veterans in Society: Ambiguities & 
Representations, 3-week session hosted at Virginia Tech and Washington, DC, 2016 

Academic Advising Program at UNC Chapel Hill Excellence in Advising Award, 2016

National Academic Advising Association (NACADA) Outstanding Advising Award for Faculty 
Academic Advising, 2016
Joseph M. Flora Award for Outstanding Teaching by a Lecturer in the Department of English and 

           Comparative Literature, UNC, 2015

Joseph M. Flora Award for Outstanding Teaching by a Lecturer in the Department of English and 
           Comparative Literature, UNC, 2013
Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award, Florida Atlantic University, 2008

MacAward Exceptional Faculty Award (for Teaching), Wilkes Honors College, 

FAU, 2006
Stanford Humanities Center Pre-Dissertation Fellow, 2000-2001 

Centennial Teaching-Assistant Award, Stanford University, 1999

Stanford English Department Mellon Fellowship, 1998-2000, 2001-2002

Mellon Fellowship in the Humanities, 1997-1998 

Chadwick Exhibition, Trinity College, Oxford, 1996
Keasbey Memorial Fellowship, Keasbey Memorial Foundation, 1995-1997

Phi Beta Kappa, Zeta Chapter of Pennsylvania, 1994

Bibliography and Products of Scholarship:

Refereed Articles: 
“’It’s All Good’: Forms of Belief and the Limits of Irony in Finkel’s The Good Soldiers.”  War, Literature and the Arts, vol. 27, 2015,  http://wlajournal.com/wlaarchive/27/Lithgow.pdf .

“A Hard Gemlike Syntax:  Pater, Wittgenstein and the Life of Sentences.” Pater Newsletter 58/59 (Spring 2011). 

 “Protecting Life from Language:  John Ruskin’s Museum as Autobiography.” Biography 32.2 (Spring 2009). 297-316. 
Refereed Conference Presentations:  
“Never Such Innocence Again? Critiquing the Idealization of Irony and the Myth of Disillusionment in Great War Literature” presented at Aftermath: The Cultural Legacies of World War I, King’s College London 21-23 May 2015
“Teaching the ‘War Books Controversy’:  All is Not Quiet on the Western Front” presented at 

The Five Fronts of World War I, UNC Chapel Hill Aug. 28–29, 2014
“‘It’s All Good’:  The Limits of Irony in Finkel’s The Good Soldiers,” presented at 

War Literature and the Arts, September 2010

“Trying to be Alive:  Literary Style and What it Means to be Human, 1830-1930,” presented at Literature Since 1800:  Transitions, Translations and Transmission, University of South Carolina, April 2009

“A Hard Gemlike Syntax:  the Justification of Walter Pater’s Style” presented at the 2007 MLA Conference, December 2007.

 “Description in the Trenches:  Persons and Things in Great War Writing,” presented at the 2005 Modernist Studies Association Conference, November, 2005.

“Ruskin’s St. George’s Museum:  Protecting Memory from Language,” presented at the 2005 North American Victorian Studies Association Conference, September, 2005.

“‘The ‘I’ part of you was somewhere else’:  The Problem of Subject in the Great War,” presented at The Great War and the Twentieth Century, University College Northampton, UK, August 2001.

“Ethics and Aesthetics in Carlyle’s Sartor Resartus,” presented at Dickens Universe Winter Conference, UC Davis, February 2001.
“‘It is all Sheffield Work in the End’:  Ruskin’s St. George’s Museum as Autobiography,” Ruskin 2000 Conference, Sheffield University, UK, July 2000.
Products of Interdisciplinary Scholarship:

“Using Oral Histories to Engage Multiple Audiences on the Topic of Student Veterans,” a set of teaching modules developed over the course of a 3-week NEH Institute on Veterans in Society at Virginia Tech in July 2016; produced in collaboration with Meredith Oyen (Assoc. Prof of History at University of Maryland, Baltimore County); Louis Hicks (Prof. of Sociology at St. Mary’s College of Maryland) and Andrew Boysen (U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps, 2008 to 2013).
Teaching Activities:

Courses Taught in Past Three Years:

2017-2018:

ENGL 105I ENG COMP/RHET  Writing in the Humanities: 19 students for a 19 cap

ENGL 123  Writing About Literature:  Books for a Desert Island: 21 students for a 24 cap

ENGL 105I-004 ENG COMP/RHET Writing in the Humanities: 19 students for a 19 cap

ENGL 121-002 BRITLIT, 19TH/EARLY 20TH: 21 students for a 22 cap

2016-17:

ENGL 73-001 FYS Literature Of War: 18 students for a 24 cap
ENGL 105I-015 ENG COMP/RHET  Writing in the Humanities: 19 students for a 19 cap
ENGL 496-001 INDEPENDENT RESEARCH (Lit of War—The humanities’ role in easing 
student veterans’ transition to college): 1 student
ENGL 496-007 INDEPENDENT RESEARCH (Southern Oral History Project—Oral 
Histories of Veterans): 1 student
ENGL 105I-004 ENG COMP/RHET Writing in the Humanities: 19 students for a 19 cap
ENGL 121-002 BRITLIT, 19TH/EARLY 20TH: 21 students for a 22 cap
2015-16: 

ENGL 105I-016  ENG COMP/RHET Writing in the Humanities: 19 students for a 19 cap
ENGL 121-006 BRITLIT, 19TH/EARLY 20TH: 15 students for a 22 cap [5 sections of 
ENGL 121 were offered that term]
ENGL 89-001 FYS: SPECIAL TOPICS (Lit of War) : 20 students for a 24 cap
ENGL 105I-002 ENG COMP/RHET (Writing in the Humanities): 19 students for a 19 cap
ENGL 496-001 INDEPENDENT RESEARCH (Lit of War—Native American Service-
members in the Vietnam War) (1 student)
2014-15:

ENGL 105-087 ENG COMP & RHETORIC: 19 students for a 19 cap
ENGL 121-001 BRITLIT, 19TH/EARLY 20TH: 19 students for a 22 cap
ENGL 105I-003 ENG COMP/RHET (Writing in the Humanities): 19 students for a 19 cap
ENGL 127-001 WRITING ABOUT LIT (Book-List for a Desert Island): 21 students 
for a 22 cap
Undergraduate Honors Committee Service:

· Thesis Defense Committee Member for Still Dixon’s project on time and space in Woolf’s To The Lighthouse
· Thesis Defense Committee Member for Samantha Kichman’s project on Women Writers of WWI
· Co-Director with Professor Danielewicz for Abigail Reed’s project on the Treatment of Mental Illness And Sexual Assault In Literary Criticism Of Virginia Woolf; Fall 2016
· Thesis Defense Committee Member for Matthew LaBarbara’s “The Spiritualization of the Aesthetic: Religious and Aesthetic Discourse in Pater, Wilde, and Lee” (Directed by Kim Stern); Spring 2016
· Thesis Defense Committee Member for Sam Bondurant’s “Positivism and Patriotism: A Study of Thomas Hardy’s War Poetry (Directed by Christopher Armitage); Spring 2015

· Thesis Defense Committee Member for Catherine Hill’s “Ties that Bind and Bonds that Sever: a Study in Connection and Disunion in Post World War One Literature (Directed by John McGowan); Spring 2015


· Thesis Defense Committee Member for John Howell’s "’Follow me without noise, and be of strong heart’: Understanding the Truth of War through the Combat Medical Narrative (Directed by Christopher Armitage); Spring 2014
Professional Service:

Non-Advising Professional Service:
Assessment Committee for DOECL’s Writing Program



June 2017
Assessment Committee for DOECL’s Literature Courses



August 2017
UNC Faculty Council Member






2016-present

Faculty Mentor for Carolina Scholars (Class of 2020)



2016-present

DOECL Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 




2014-present
DOECL Faculty Liaison for Undergraduate Research 



2012-present

Faculty Advisor for the Student Organization for Undergraduate Literature (SOUL)   2011-present

NEH Program Consultant for the National Humanities Center’s “Exploring the 
Experience of War” (helped train VA Chaplains to facilitate book groups for 

veterans over the course of three day-long sessions)



2016
NEH Grant Proposal Evaluator: evaluated twenty two 30-70 page proposals for 
the NEH’s  Dialogues on the Experience of War grant program and 

participated in a day-long session at the NEH headquarters to discuss and 


rank applications







2015
Student Veteran Assistance Coordinator Search Committee: 71 applications, 
2 rounds of phone interviews with 10 candidates, 2 rounds of campus visits 
with 6 candidates over the course of 5 months




2015


Undergraduate English Curriculum Revision Committee



2014-15

Panel Moderator for Celebration of Undergraduate Research



2014

Lecturers Advisory Committee, UNC (co-chair) 




2012-2016


Senior Academic Advisor Search Committee




2012

Faculty Advisor for Student Organization of Undergraduate Literature, UNC

2011-present
Service to Undergraduate Research at UNC-CH


· Host and/or participate in 2-3 undergraduate research related events each year including 
· Workshop on “Taking the First Steps in Undergraduate Research” 
· Honors Carolina Undergraduate Research Info. Session

· Workshop on “Creating Effective Presentations in the Humanities”
· Co-organized six Undergraduate Research Conferences for PIT Journal (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018)
· Serve as DOECL Faculty Liaison for Undergraduate Research (2012-today)
· Advisor for three Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship proposals (2014, 2015, 2017) 
· Moderated a two-session (3 hour) panel at UNC’s Celebration of Undergrad. Research (2014)
· Organized two “PitCon” DOECL Undergraduate Research Conferences (2012, 2013)

Advising –Related Service:  in my capacity as Academic Advisor for the Dept. of English and Comparative Literature (2011-present) I interact one-on-one with approximately 400 current and potential majors and minors each year on a range of issues including the following:
· Major-Specific Advising: meet one-on-one with undergraduates majoring and minoring in English to introduce them to requirements and opportunities in the department, discuss course planning, undergraduate research opportunities, graduate school, career planning, etc.
· Admitted Students’ Days: present information about the ENGL and CMPL majors to admitted students and their families (presented at 3 sessions in spring 2018; 2 sessions each in spring 2016 and 2017)
· “Explore Carolina”: DOECL Representative at event for prospective students (2016, 2017, 2018)
· Major Madness: talk with current students at annual Majors & Minors Fair about the ENGL and CMPL majors and dept. specific opportunities (2016, 2017, 2018)
· Additional Advising-Related Presentations: host and/or participate in 4-6 events each year including:
· Party/dept-wide gathering for majors and minors (fall 2017)
· “Best practices for Interacting With Faculty & Classroom Success” (for Transfer Student Success Group)
· Annual Info. Sessions on Careers Beyond Teaching for ENGL majors 
· Annual Info. Sessions on Applying to Graduate School 
· “Three Things I Know Now” (info-sharing from seniors to younger students)

· Info. Sessions on Undergraduate Research and the Honors Thesis
· Info Sessions on Study Abroad and King’s College’s programs for English majors
· Pre-Registration Group Advising Workshops
· Transfer Credit: evaluate and process all Transfer Credit Re-Evaluation and Study Abroad Transfer Credit requests for English majors and minors (from 2011-2013 I processed all such requests for Comparative Literature majors and minors as well) ; advise students on course selection for study abroad in order to maximize opportunities for transfer credit 
· Course-Substitution Petitions : evaluate and process (in consultation from the Department’s Director of Undergraduate Literature) all student requests to allow courses not currently listed as counting for the ENGL major or minors to count for the major and minors  (from 2011-2013 I processed all such requests for Comparative Literature majors and minors as well; starting in the fall of this year, Professor Larson has taken these on)
· Career Counseling and Support: 
· created 5 podcasts with a DOECL alum on strategies for pursuing careers beyond academia; podcasts are posted on DOECL website here: http://englishcomplit.unc.edu/english/undergrad/careers  
· host annual Info. Session on Careers Beyond Teaching for ENGL majors
· Graduate School Advising and Applications:  
· advise students on decisions about whether or not to go to graduate school at all; PhD vs. MA vs. MFA; how to select a good MA or PhD program
· Developed a “How to” Guide for students writing statements of purpose for graduate school and fellowship applications, now used regularly by our students  
· Summer Orientation:  Attend 18 UNC Summer Orientation Small Group Advising Sessions to discuss ENGL and CMPL majors and ENGL 105i requirements and options with incoming students 
· Host annual Transfer Student Orientation Info. Session for new Transfer Students in DOECL 
· Facilitating Communication between DOECL and Study Abroad: Meet each year with Study Abroad administrators to discuss problems that have arisen in the past year (dept. concerns about limited amounts of written work in study abroad courses, Study Abroad questions about why certain courses weren’t receiving transfer credit, etc.) and to update Study Abroad administrators on new DOECL policies that are relevant for their office
· Facilitating Communication between Academic Advising and DOECL: Work periodically with the Minor directors in ENGL to identify and remedy problems created by course substitutions and to help make advisors aware of new course options and opportunities

· Writing Program Advising Support: Work with the director of the Writing Program on extraordinary transfer credit requests for ENGL 105, facilitating student interactions with the program director, addressing ongoing concerns with Writing Portfolio Submission Process, etc.

· Exit Interviews: conducted 4-15 exit surveys per year with graduating ENGL majors to supplement the broader data we collect with our online survey (2015, 2016)

· Across The Old Well Advising Conference UNC:  Organized and Participated in 4-Person Panel on “Bridging the Gap between Departments and Advising” for campus-wide advising conference (Sept 25 2015)

Additional Public Humanities and Veteran-related Service:

Book Club for Combat Veterans: organized and co-facilitated monthly meetings of a book club 
sponsored by the NC Humanities Council at the Chapel Hill Public Library. (Feb-June 
2015; March 2016-July 2017
“Teaching About War and Its Aftermath: WWI to Iraq and Afghanistan”: 90 minute Symposium for 
Wake Technical Community College’s NEH Symposia – America’s Wars: Individual Experience and Collective Memory (Oct 2016)
Warrior Scholar Project:  taught two week-long sessions of 4 hour writing classes and workshop to 15-
20 active duty and veteran students seeking to apply to college or transition from community
college to a four-year school as part of the Warrior Scholar Project’s nationwide initiative. 
 (see video about UNC session featuring an interview with me online here: https://youtu.be/F9QLRm5lOm4 ) (June 2015; June 2016)
Great Books Reading Group: lead a two-session public book club on Joseph Conrad’s Heart of 
Darkness for UNC’s Program in the Humanities (June-July 2015)
Public Lecture on Literature of War:  presented “Literary Battles:  Debating the Duties of War Literature 
             in World War I and Today”  for UNC’s Program in the Humanities on Veterans Day at  Flyleaf 
Books in Chapel Hill, NC. (Nov. 2013)
“What You Can Study in a College English Course?”: taught a “sample class” for 150 fifth graders 
visiting UNC’s campus as part of Tar Heel Outreach—a student-led initiative to expose primary and secondary students to college (Oct. 2014)
Research Statement:  I specialize in Victorian and early Modernist British literature, with a focus on Victorian Prose and the literature of war. My early research focus was on impersonality, its effect on literary style, and its role in shaping a line of prose experimentalism from Carlyle and Pater to Hemingway and Joyce, and beyond literature to the works of everyday military service-members in the First World War.  My more recent work focuses on the role of irony in the literature war from World War I to today, and on the current and potential roles for narrative and story-telling in military training. I am also increasingly interested in putting the humanities to work in the public sphere as a way of building civic engagement among all citizens and building bridges between military service-members and civilians in particular.  
Teaching Statement:  As a teacher, I believe that the study of literature can help students of all levels and all people become better readers, writers and thinkers. For me, this study involves fundamental questions about the meaning and value of human life, and a good English course can use the universal force of these questions to help motivate and energize student learning on all fronts. I believe that students have a great deal to gain from traditional literary study and from understanding the history of ideas that informs the texts that they read, so I love to teach the British Literature survey of the long nineteenth century.   I find, however, that whether I’m teaching first year composition, 100-level introductory courses for non-majors or major-specific courses, the fundamental questions at the heart of my courses remain consistent:  What do literature, writing and research have to teach us about what matters most to us, as individuals and as human beings?  How can we use our own interests as researchers, scholars, readers and human beings to reflect on and better understand our own experience, and also to connect with other people and experiences beyond our own?   
Service and Engagement Statement:  My service and engagement work tends to focus around four interconnected poles:  public humanities, veterans, undergraduate research and undergraduate outreach, advising and curriculum development.  I’ve begun to find ways to make my humanities work of service to the public through the veterans’ book group I co-facilitate, a book discussion and public lecture I gave for UNC’s Program in the Humanities, teaching for UNC’s session of the Warrior Scholar Project, serving as a consultant for the National Humanities Center’s initiative to train VA chaplains to lead book groups for veterans, and serving as grant proposal evaluator for the NEH’s Dialogues on the Experience of War program. I am currently advising three undergraduates who are engaged in service learning projects across the university (with the Southern Oral History Project, the Friday Center’s new initiative for active duty military service-members and the Dean of Students’ Office), and look forward to pursuing more work of this kind on my own and with students in the future.  Beyond these service-learning research projects, I am an energetic promoter of undergraduate research on this campus, having organized or co-organized six undergraduate research conferences since my arrival at UNC, hosted at least two undergraduate research events for DOECL majors annually, and helped students across the humanities develop and pursue research projects, find funding and mentors, share their research products and translate their research in job and graduate school application essays.  This work with undergraduate research connects with my more general work as an Academic Advisor seeking to connect undergraduates with the resources they need in order to succeed in our department, this university and beyond.  In my advising, I have focused especially on supporting transfer students (including student veterans) at a range of levels from the basics (helping students navigate the transfer credit re-evaluation process) to more complex issues of transitioning to a new institution. The annual welcome meetings I host for new transfer students in our department and presentations I’ve given for UNC’s Transfer Student Success Group both speak to this focus in my advising, but that focus extends back to the bigger picture concerns that inform my engaged scholarship as well.  From creating a presentation to engage 150 fifth graders visiting UNC’s campus as part of Tar Heel Outreach—a student-led initiative to expose primary and secondary students to college-- to hosting “Three Things I Know Now” panels and information sessions on careers, course-planning, undergraduate research and study abroad, and even to my work with veterans in the community, I am committed to connecting people with the resources and knowledge that—as well as the other people who—they need in order to succeed and thrive in college and beyond. Finally, in my service on our department’s curriculum committee and now for the University Faculty Council, I draw on what I have learned from my advisees, from students in my classes, and from the people I work with outside the university to contribute to and hopefully help improve our department and this university.
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